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than gifts as its criterion for ministry.
FAITH JOURNEY READY & WILLING
by Mary Ann McCarthy Schoettly by Chava Redonnet

My faith journey goes back as far as I can remember. My
foundation is in the Roman Catholic tradition, which I
value for it's strength of commitment to

I'm a single mother of three grown daughters, the youngest
of whom is a Junior in college. I worked as a research tech-
nician at the University of Rochester for fourteen years, dur-

teach the message of Jesus, but I fault it

for it’s blindness as an institution in
transmitting laws at the expensc of love.

I loved “going to Church” as a child. |
imagined my family in the image of the
“Holy Family” — mother, father and child
~ even though I wasn’t the “right™ gen-
der! I also remember announcing to my
mother before age eight, that I planned
on being a priest. She, of course, re-
sponded that it was impossible, that only
men could be priests, and that was the end
of that.

[ believe that was an early call to priest-
hood which was smothered. I ultimately

chose to be a biology teacher, and I ab-
solutely loved my work. I found it very

ing the last seven of which I attended
Roman Catholic Womenpriests | Divinity School at night.
I'm a long time member of Spiritus
announces Christi Church in Rochester, NY, so
the ORDINATIONS of already have plentylof experienic with
excommunication! I was a parish com-
Mary Ann Schoettly and munity forum facili(ator%r: fifteen
Chava Redonnet years includ:;grduring our 1! 398 crisii
3 that lead to the formation of Spiritus.
April 26, 2009 at 3:00 pm wrote a book about that cxgerience
at Mishkan Shalom called Sran;‘lizg in the Light and l;ave
also published two collections of es-
4101 Freeland Ave. at Shurs Lane says ‘f’o, the Spiritus community; they
(Manayunk/Roxborough Section are largely about community-building
: . titlked Don't forget to Breathe Glory
of Philadelphia) and Bound in a River of Light.
I also have had the grand experi-

enjoyable, but it never totally filled my heart.

I remained strongly connected to the Church throughout
my life. My uncle was a priest and my great aunt, a nun. |
raised my children in the Church, taught CCD, Confirma-
tion classes and most recently, adult education in the RCIA
program. [ was the first woman (o serve as Eucharistic Min-
ister and also as Lector (1975) in my parish. Because of my
desire to reach out to others, my husband and I opened our
home to women placed with us through Birthright, and we
also took in some foster children.

After my divorce in 1993, and as my children left home, 1

continued on page 2

ence of having been to El Salvador three times and have an
on-going relationship with a Baptist community there.

I am currently working as a chaplain resident at Strong
Memorial Hospital, doing a year of Clinical Pastoral Educa-
tion. I am also youth ministry coordinator at First Unitarian
Church.

Also, since 1997 I have been part of the Saint Joseph's
House of Hospitality Catholic Worker Community in Roch-
ester. I serve as chaplain and this Catholic Worker commu-
ni‘t'y is calling me to priesthood.

his is so important to me, as I feel my call to be to those
on the margins. I am ready and willing!
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began to pay more attention to my spiritual life - and the life
of the church. I found a spiritual director who has - to this
day — been a great source of strength and consolation.

In my growing awareness of my faith and my many ques-
tions about it, I returned to school for a Masters Degree in
Theology. I had no idea where the degree might lead, if
anywhere, but I was interested. It was simply a degree that I
got for myseif. (Itis probably noteworthy that upon gradu-
ation, I received an award for achievement in Theology, and
also gave a graduation address, representing the School of
Graduate Studies.)

While still in the Masters program I took on additional
roles in my parish. I gave educational talks to adults, orga-
nized Renew 2000, and volunteered to be on a Confirmation
Team, taking on responsibilities for both organization and
education.

I began volunteering at a local retreat center, where 1 re-
mained a part of a retreat team for ten years. [ have provided
retreats for both elementary and high school students, as well
as for adults. Both in association with the retreat center and
on my own, | have been invited to give both Lenten and
Advent talks in local parishes.

After retirement from public education, I returned to the
College of St. Elizabeth as an adjunct faculty member in the
Theology Department. [ also served on the Lay Ecclesial
Ministry Board for the Center for Theological and Spiritual
Development at the College of St. Elizabeth, and I taught
biology to religious sisters from developing countries at As-
sumption College in Mendham, NJ. For the last year and a
half I have been a volunteer in the Pastoral Care Department
at Newton Memorial Hospital. I also facilitate a weekly spiri-
tuality group for mental health out-patients at the hospital.

In the last fifteen years I have wrestled with issues and
processes in my own sririlual life, as well as within the insti-
tutional Church. I feel very spiritually healthy, but I cannot
say the same for the Church. I find the leadership more and
more out of touch with the people. certainly more and more
out of touch with me!

Fortunately. for about the last twelve years, I have been a
member of a very informal small faith community. We don't
even have aname! However, we meet once a month and are
a means of support and connection to church. Our issues are
those echoed by thinking people universaily. and we find
great strength in our common vision of the Creator, of Jesus.
and of the Spirit.

I now facilitate the newly forming “Catholic Community
of Sophia,” which is an intentional. inclusive, eucharistic
community practicing a discipleship of equals. We have been
gathering monthly since September 2008, and have a mem-
bership list of over fifty people.

I have spent years in the process of “growing up,” becom-
ing an adult, and thinking for myself - and not believing that
if my conscience is contrary to church teaching that it must
be / who am mistaken. Well, my conscience tells me that to
deny ordination to women and married people. or those in
the LGBT community is absolutely unjust. My conscience
also tells me that I need to “'step up to the plate™ when there
1s an injustice about which I can take action.

In 2006 I became aware of the possibility of ordination
through Roman Catholic Womenpriests. After two years of
discernment, I was as certain as [ could be that I am “called”
to the priesthood. Thercefore, | was ordained a Deacon in
Boston on July 22, 2008, and will be ordained a Roman
Catholic Womanpriest on April 26, 2009, in Philadeiphia.

Thank you, Marianne Jann!

Marianne, first of all, everyone on the Core Committee wants
to thank you for all the work you have done over the years
for SEPA WOC. We have relied on you for so long, with so
little acknowledgement.

One measure of your contribution is the number of people
required to replace you as you move on to taking care of
other responsibilities, especially your family which you
served so well and whom you brought to our service. We
will especially remember how years ago you recruited your
brother to do the web site and your mother to help at the
May 3 event.

Your role as treasurer will be assumed by Bernard McBride.
I will keep the membership list and Judy Heffernan will write
the thank-you notes. Marianne Tucker will do the web page.

Thank you for continuing with this throughout all of 2008
~ that was not easy, given your circumstances, and, as al-
ways, you did it cheerfully.

We most especially treasure your deep commitment to your
sister, Eileen, as she pursued her path to the priesthood. You
have been a sister 1o us as well - you will always be in our
hearts.

Regina Bannan and SEPA WOC

Southeastern Pennsylvania Women’s Ordination
Conference
As of December 31, 2008
Beginning Cash Balance 1/1/08 $1,996
Revenues received 4,798
Expenses:
Bank Charges 160
Donations 50
Postage & Delivery 368
Printing 4103
Web Hosting 130
Expenses as of 12/31/08 4811
Ending Cash Balance as of 12/31/08 1,984
New! Women and the Word
Week<"Easter
Resource Packet

I : 5 put
women like Mary of Magdala, the anointing woman and the wonxn from
Galilee who stayed with Jesus through crucifixion to resurrection back in the
bablical pictare during Holy Week and Baster.

Available from FutureChurch * www.futurechurch.org * for $12
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